BALLYMAHON  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held in Ballymahon Community Library on Thursday, 28th January 2016 at 4.00 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Colm Murray
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell, 

Pat O’Toole and Paul Ross.   
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. Tom Murtagh, Senior Engineer.





Mr. Alan Slattery, Senior Executive Engineer.





Ms. Ann Mulligan, Administrative Officer.




Ms. Mary Carleton Reynolds, County Librarian.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor P. Ross, the Minutes of             Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 26th November 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.

Funding for Rabbit Park, Ardagh.
Councillor Colm Murray welcomed funding of €30,000 for works at Rabbit Park, Ardagh.
CASUAL TRADING IN BALLYMAHON.

Mr. J. Brannigan, Director of Services, stated discussions are ongoing with the property owner. This item to remain on the Agenda for the next Municipal District meeting. 

PRESENTATION ON LONGFORD AGE FRIENDLY STRATEGY.

Ms. Mary Carleton Reynolds, County Librarian, gave a comprehensive

report to the meeting regarding the Longford Age Friendly Initiative  -

· Details of Longford Age Friendly County Launch and Consultation.

· Key issues raised

· Outdoor spaces and buildings.

· Transportation.

· Housing.

· Social Participation.

· Respect & Social Inclusion.

· Civic Participation & Employment.

· Communication & Information.

· Community Support & Health Services.

· Models of Good Practice.

Next Steps are as follows  -

· Establish the Older Persons Council.

· Information Workshop with Key Stakeholders.

· Consultation with key alliance members.

· Engagement with senior management teams across the alliance.

· Support of elected representatives.

Councillor C. Murray proposed that a representative from the Public Health Nurses in the area be requested to attend a Municipal District meeting to update the members on facilities for older people in the Ballymahon Municipal District.
The members of the Municipal District welcomed the Strategy and thanked Mary for her comprehensive report and assured her of the full support of the Municipal District.

SURVEY OF ROADS AND FOOTPATHS IN COUNCIL OWNED HOUSING ESTATES.

J. Brannigan stated a survey and assessment will be carried out on roads in Council owned housing estates.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Upgrade of Causeways at Saints Island and Fermoyle.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by Councillor M. Casey -

“I call on Longford County Council to seek maximum funding to upgrade 
fully the causeway leading to Saints Island in Newtowncashel and the Causeway at Fermoyle, Lanesboro following the recent flooding and hardship that local dwellers and farmers went through.”
Mr. A. Slattery, Senior Executive Engineer, stated that prior to the flooding , maintenance works were carried out on the west side of the road embankment at Saints Island. To upgrade the causeway to the island a full geotechnical survey/site investigation will be required. Following this a full road alignment design will be required. The cost of this investigation and road construction could be in excess of €1,000,000 . Longford County Council will seek funding from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport.
Flood Action Committee.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by Councillor  C. Murray-

“With the recent flooding in the Rathcline/Newtowncashel/Killashee areas, I wonder about the possibility of forming a flood action committee going forward.  There are areas flooding now that never flooded before and we must take action in order to prevent this from happening every year”
The meeting was informed that Longford County Council are currently carrying out a post flood survey of the areas affected by the recent weather.

It was agreed that Councillor Farrell’s motion be referred to the February meeting of the County Council.

Helipad in the Lanesboro Area.

The following two Notices of Motions were taken together.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by Councillor M. Casey  -

“I call on Longford County Council to explore the viability of constructing a helipad in the Lanesboro area.  There have been a few occasions in the past year that people had to be airlifted to hospital from the area. The local 
Rathcline football pitch was used to land but this is not ideal because the Clonbonny grounds are locked and if there is no one available at short notice the lock on the gate has to be cut.”

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell  -

“That Longford County Council provide a Helicopter pad near the carpark in Lanesborough so as to service the air ambulance for the surrounding areas.”
The meeting was informed that the Local Authority is not responsible for the provision of helipads.
It was agreed that Councillors Farrell and Casey will investigate potential, suitable properties in the Lanesboro area for a helipad.

Rumble Strips at Killashee.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor  G. Farrell -

“That warning lights and rumble strips be installed either side of the Canal Bridge at Killashee on the N63 in the interest of public safety.
A. Slattery stated that Longford County Council will bring this to the attention of Transport Infrastructure Ireland for consideration. Warning signs, road markings and rumble strips are in place at present.

Corrycorkery Junction.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill -

“That a continuous white line be installed and a dedicated lane for traffic turning right on the N55 on the Carrickboy side of the Corrycorkery junction.”
A. Slattery stated that Longford County Council will bring this to the attention of the TII for consideration. New road markings were installed recently along the N55 by the TII.

Ardandragh/ Legan Rock.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor  M. Cahill -

“That safety measures be introduced at the Ardandragh/ Legan Rock crossroads for traffic coming from Raharney.”
A. Slattery stated that road design will inspect the junction and submit this proposal as a Low Cost Safety scheme for 2016/17.

Repairs on Pound Street in Edgeworthtown.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by Councillor  P. Ross  -

"That Longford County Council carry out repairs on Pound Street in Edgeworthtown from the Park House junction to the traffic lights at Kanes Garage and I request Irish Water to carry out upgrading works immediately to allow upgrading of this area to be completed".
A. Slattery stated that road surfacing works were carried out recently on Pound street, Edgeworthstown. Irish Water are currently carrying out works in the area. When these are complete further roadworks may be considered.

Bus Stop in Edgeworthstown.

The members requested that a letter be forwarded to Bus Eireann requesting a sheltered bus stop to be provided in Edgeworthstown.

Extension to Graveyard at Carrickedmond.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by Councillor P. Ross -

“That Longford Longford County Council makes provision for extension of Graveyard at Carrickedmond.”

Mr. T. Murtagh, Senior Engineer, stated that a countywide strategy will be prepared for graveyard development in the County and an extension to Carrickedmond Graveyard will be considered in the context of the strategy.
Disabled Parking Space at Upper Main Street, Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P O’Toole and seconded by Councillor C. Murray -

“To call on Longford County Council to provide a disabled parking space at Upper Main Street, Ballymahon between the Supervalu and Daybreak Supermarkets.”
A Slattery stated that Longford County Council will consider this proposal in the roads programme for Ballymahon town.

Yellow Boxes.

The members requested that Yellow Boxes be repainted in Ballymahon and Lanesboro.  This work will be carried out when the weather improves.
LED white lighting over the pedestrian crossing at the entrance to Mercy Secondary School/St Matthews Church.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P O’Toole and seconded by Councillor  M. Cahill -

“To request Longford County Council to provide LED white lighting over the pedestrian crossing at the entrance to Mercy Secondary School/St Matthews Church, in the interests of public safety.”
A Slattery stated that Road design will carry out a site inspection and consider this proposal, pending funding.

Flooding at the Car Park at Forgney Church.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill  -

“ To call on Longford County Council to investigate the cause of flooding at the Car Park at Forgney Church. It appears that a drain under the road (R392)  is blocked causing  a back-up of flood water in the car park after very heavy rain all year round.”
A Slattery stated that Longford County Council technical staff inspected the area. At the time of the inspection no water was present at the location.  A further inspection will be carried out to ascertain the cause of flooding at this location.

Taxi Rank – Main Street, Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Murray and seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole -

“I call on Longford County Council to make provision for a taxi rank along Main Street,  Ballymahon.”
J. Brannigan stated that that provision a taxi rank in Ballymahon will need to be considered in the context of overall parking in the town and the impact that the building of Center Parcs will have on the area. 

It was agreed that the sub-committee set up to consider parking at the schools in Ballymahon should meet to consider this issue further.  It was agreed that the provision of a taxi rank and disabled parking spaces in Ballymahon be included on the Agenda for the Municipal District meeting in March.
Trees alongside the road opposite the Playground in Newtowncashel.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill -

That Longford County Council remove the trees that are alongside the road opposite the Playground in Newtowncashel as they are causing flooding due to the leaves being caught in the gully’s.

A Slattery to consult with the Newtowncashel Tidy Towns Committee regarding this request.

Barrier at the Car Park In Lanesborough.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell –

“That a barrier be placed in the carpark in Lanesborough to ensure that cars cannot accidently roll into the Shannon.”

A Slattery stated that the provision of bollards at this location will be examined.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
Council Owned Graveyards.
Ms. Ann Mulligan to circulate list of Council owned graveyards in the Ballymahon Municipal District area to the M.D. members.
Pedestrian Crossing in Kenagh.

In reply to a query from Councillor C. Murray, A. Slattery stated that the Road Design Section will carry out an inspection regarding the provision of a pedestrian crossing in Kenagh.

Edgeworthstown Community Library.

Councillor P. Ross welcomed the announcement that €1.2 m had been allocated towards a much-needed library in Edgeworthstown.
Special Municipal District Meeting.

It was agreed that a Special Municipal District Meeting be held on Thursday, 25th February 2016  to consider the 2016 – 2018 Multi-Annual Restoration Improvement Programme and Schedule of Ballymahon Municipal District Works.   

March Municipal District Meeting.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was agreed that the March Municipal District Meeting be held in Community Centre in Kenagh on Thursday, 24th March 2016.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Ballymahon Municipal District Meeting held on the
24th March 2016.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
PAGE  
2

